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Turnatound day was impressive: The crew coiralled two
thousand people and their luggage off the ship, cleaned

evety room, restocked the vast stores of food and alcohol,

refueled the whale-size fuel tanks, mended anything

broken, and then opened the doots to let two thousand

different people and their ovetsize suitcases alxtatd, all

within the span of half a day. Sarah and het ptoduction
team had to vorty about theit changeover too, but their
charges .rere the entettainets, the talent. Getting a few
hungover sixty-year-o1ds and theit guitar techs back onto
dry land and welcoming a new group aboatd was eas,v. She

didn't have to wheel anything hearry down a ramp; Sarah

just had to make sure flo one she was tesponsible fot
jumped. It was hard to fa1l off a ctuise ship by accident.

During her tenure at JackRabbit Ptoductions, Satah

had statted with the easy cruises: Btoadway, some

wellness and vaguely cultish spititual leaders (though not
environmentalJy conscious spititual leaders, a narrow
fie1d). By the time Sarah wotked het 6tst heavy-lift
cruises (teggae, EDM, heary metal, comedy, all the ones

with the highest contraband rates), she was on track to be

in charge. No one could do it fotevet. It was kind ol like

when Wesdey becomes the Dread Pirate Robetts in 7/e

Pincess Bide - Sarah was alr/a(e that someday she would
pass the metaphorical keys to the ship to someone else,

as they had been passed to her. Maybe that was ttue for
all jobs in one way or another.

It was just past eight in the motning, and her team

was sttiking the things they no longer needed. There was

still music blasting on the speahers, as if the ship could

not stand a moment of silence - she could hear Lynytd

Skynyrd's 'Sweet Home Alabama' playing for probably

(,

the seven hundredth time i:
would be glad when the cha

the soundtrack shifted to the

Saraht rralkie-talkie buzzed.

'Yeah?' she said, squinung
him up.'

Satah's good assistant \\'i
Cleveland and had alreadv

five days, she would have Tl
at JackRabbit for a few mon
of juvenile detention, with a

neck, though Sarah knew thz

detention at all and was, in fac

tecendy dropped out of the pz

major in basket-weaving if lc
e,ve ori the door that led to tI
minutes later, T1'ler emerged,

floor, whete they would no dr

confetti. He nodded at her, ar

'Oka,v,' she said. {W'elcome.

packet?'
Tylet made a face that sas

that he had tead the packet or

perfectly clear that he had nor

'Here ate the basics,' Sarah s

guys have sold millions of rec

than artists today even inagirte

and we are here to support th
'Do they even sing?'T1.ler a

imptessive thing he'd evet do

sports car for slow. supen is

communiry



L

dlqzqord rol Surdeld .EruBqEi
prdudl waq pFo) aqs - ,rua
plnor drqs agr JI sB 's.ralzads
se't\ aJeql 'papaau .ra8uo1 ou ,

lusot Jaq PuE 'SuruJotu 3tP !
.lau

roJ 3n]1 sE^\ ttql aqlz1,r1 'laq r

'asle euoeuos ot dn{s eql ot !

plno^\ aqs dzpau-ros tzql aJe.\\

,71 ur suaqou alErid P?alc.
aIIT Jo PUEI se,4N lI 'la:\aloj 1I (

aq o1 l)3.r1 uo su.^N ar{s '(saru: p

sauo aqt IIB dPauro) '12:au .ir

ull-{^ueq rsr5 laq Pa>po-l\ 
I

^\oJJEu 
E 'slJpBJ[ lentr.rrds,-

lou q8noqt) srapeal Fnlt:rds u
auos'.(u.,npzo.rg :sasLn.rr .is

qz.reg'suorlrnpord tlqq?Ulli
'tu3Pntrs dq drgs asrn.rr z gc

JOj alqrsuodsal s?,t\ ar{s auo

qew5 ldruu.r ? uaoP ,Lrzaq 8ur

aqq {s?e su^\ przoqt dno.r8 .$a

oluo Ilsq sqcal rulm8 .rraqr p:
ro,a1 u 8uDls5'tuelel JI{l 

(sra

Jrar{l lng 'ootr .raaoaSuzql raq
uon:npo.rd rrq puz qz.re5 .irp

Ip 'pJEoqB saseftrms ezISJa-\o

PuEsnoql orAl lal ol sJooP arl
Surq uz pepuatu 's1uzt ian
loqoep pu? pooJ Jo serors lsE-

peueeltr 'drqs aql go a8u33n1

o \1 Psll€Jlotr ^\eJ3 
ar{I :a^Iss)I

&runruuro:
potE8 E puno.rz sapr.rfo( pasraredns ',tr,o1s .ro1 rzr st]ods
s.rai{teJ srr{ Surqrl l usu-,n auop JaAe p aq Surqr aarssardrut

tsow arlt gr se 'Supiors 'pa1sz ra(1 ,;8urs ue^a deqt oC,

.'o^ol l€ql uoddns o1 ararl r.rc era Pu?
'ureql a^ol suEJ ;;ra'4a'8ur11as aa8aru ua,ra,(upol stsqw uBqt

sPJotr3.r sJoW 'suorT[r[\l 'sPJof,a] Jo suoll|rtl] PIos 3 Eq strn8

asaqa, 'padouuu dpea4e 'prcs qel?S ,'s)rs?q ari[] alz araH,
'tou purl aq t€qt r?rp dpragrod

ap?ru tr€J ur tnq {FI dog uo ta>ped aq} puar pzr{ arl tzlll
tsaS8ns 01 pasoddns .,(1lea1c srro. 7vq7 :oEJ z apuru l3ldl

.il3I)ud
oql pea; nod p16 'aruolia,^A. 'aruorla1tr\ 'pru s 3qs ,$?{o,

'>p?q PaPPou qsrus Puu 'rar{ }3 PsPPou 3H 'meJuof,

go sarard lu?JJa lra[o] lqnop ou ppo.,ro. .,(aqr araqro. 'roog
eqt SurultuDIS suza( apu,r srq 'pa8;arua rrldl '.rawl selnutur

.r\al E puz 's1uzq .roluaala aql ol pal luqt Joop aqt uo ade

lar{ rdel q?lES 'ol patuza,r nod J} Sutaza^\-telszq ur ;ofzur
ppor nod arag.,n n N Jo tr?d eqt Jo tno paddo:p dpuacar

p?g Pu11 ,ro.aqdau s.ssoq raq 1tr€j ur'sE.& Pu? II3 13 uoBualeP

apuaanl jo lno l.uszrc arl leqt 
^\eul 

qereg q8noqr 'pau
srrl uo ool]?] qsg IoI ]uur8 E qtr.'t\ 'uopualap alua^n[ Jo
lno 1q3rc;1s palool puu sr{tuoru .t\al r ro1 trgqzg>lrzf tz
uaag dluo p(aH 'ptatsul ralfl e ?q ppo.{\ aqs 'sdzp aag

trxeu aql .rod 'Palr?quraslP dP?erle P?q PUz Pusla^al]
ur Surppam E ol Suro8 s?.ra luttsrssu pooS s.qu.rug

.'dr't ult,{
puas '.trErlo, 'iq8[ aqt o]ur SuBumbs (pr?s eqs .irlEa

'pezznq erYTu 1- 3rlpr'N s.qsJus

'so6, puz sogi eql ;o srrq dor aqt o1 pauqs l)rrlpunos arp

puz 'alaldruor sz,tr .ra,roaSuuq) aqt uaq-/r\ pziS aq ppoaa
qurcg 'sdzp lnoJ lsEI eqt w aurn r{lparpunr{ ualas aqtr



Sarah took a deep breath and ticked off the membets

of the band on her 6ngers. 'Itt Shawn and I(eith Fiote;
they're btothets, Shawn's the de facto leader, I'd say, you'1l

see what I mean. Intense. Keith is the nicest one. Corey
'West, who you'll probably recognize from TV, et cetera.

Scotty Sanchez and Tetrence Campbe11. Scotty is the Jife

of the party, a sril/eetheart; Tertence is kind of a weitdo'
There are pictures of them in yout packet and on your
clipboard. You should know what they look like.' She

paused. 'With me so far?'

Tyler nodded, his eyes glassy. There was no hope that
this boy was going to retain any useful information. Sarah

saw the next few days suetching ahead of het, cartying
the entite ship on het back like Atlas. Boy bands had never

been her thing either, and she had just turned thitty, which
made her ancient compated to Tyler but a decade vounger
than the low end of Boy Talk's fan base, not counting
the twentysomethingqs who 'wete thete with their moth-
ers. Suddenly, someone in theu twenties sounded so )roung.
Tyler looked like an actual bab1,', even with the neck tattoo.

Lexie's new girlfriend was only seven years younger than

she was, but still, it felt vaguely scandalous fot anyone

Sarah knew to have a girlfriend who had been born in the

year 2ooo. It sounded both impossible and illegal. Thank
god the ctuise would be filied with middle-aged women -
Sarah didn't think she could take a ship full of Plums right
now, women with no memoty of taking a quiz that wasn't

on BuzzFeed, for whom 9/rr was a historical fact rather

than something they actually remembeted.

'It's very straightforward, Bobby - he's theit manager -
and Shawn and their team communicate well, and everl'one

else shows up and is super professional. This is our hfth

time worhing together. Ther
was she. Sarah knew what th
The Serenity Suites were alrea<

Coke, Dr Pepper, and Red B
Sarah wasn't sute some of the 

1

the entire fout days. She was 
1

did not include judgment. Sata

cient, problem-solving. cheeri

a day. It would be even easier

seriding photos of Mr lWhisker

giant gray body stretched acro

ers was Plumt problem not;
toes every morning with his or

'Okay,' Tvler said. He scrar

His mouth stayed slightlv oper

ttylng to breathe on 1and,

'The uuests will mostll be

call themselves. Not all the L

u,,a1,, but most of them rvill.
they have mom vibes - dtunk
At the rrrord ltorny, Tyler's e.t

prise, Like hed iust heard his

say a naughty word. Gteat. \
top of all het other jobs.

Middle-aged women were tl
when they got drunk, thel. didr
complained. There would be s

and some gay men, maybe a h

thousand cruisers. The women
tace, political views, abi1i6-, inc,

almost all women. l,Iote lesb:

anticipated, which was nice ';

9I
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I(eith and Shawn Fiore sto

stretch of metal hallwa,vs thr

the gangway that in turn led

A professional from the crui
nylon uniform - Tarya, Ohio -
from JackRabbit appeated on
come them aboatd. Through
could see forklifts hoist pal}et
underbelly.

Tonya smiled a famitar sm:

one that sa]:d I know 1oa, et

really. The btothets were user

cousin, Do I knowloa? It was '

ist, desctibed as 'the business ,

was what they had spent a dec

talking about ovet the yeats. L
tation or breathing, somethlnE

head and back into his bodr,
there would be no escape. Kei

Shawn looked at his phone, te:
Tonya clutched her walkie-ta1k

with purpose to the end of th

2

thought about it. These wete the guys who had launched a

mil[on sexual au/ahenings, and e\ren if they had awakened

something othet than heterosexualiq they had still been

present, like distant guatdian angels of puberty. Beautifi:.I

teenage boys often looked like middle-aged lesbians anprray.

'Didn't Cotey, like . . .' Tyler said. 'Get into trouble?'
He gestured with his hand, sott of like he was ptetending
to ierk off. He had a stack of jangly btacelets, big chunky

silver things that were going to make noise and annoy her

all weekend, she could just tell.

'It doesn't matter,' Satah said. 'Not to us. An,vone could
get wasted and crash theit car and make out with a nineteen-

yeat-old.' She gave Tylet a look. You heat me? It doesn't

matter to us.' Het phone buzzed. 'Hey, Bobby,' Sarah said,

chewing on a thumbnail. 'Everybodv ready? You coming all

at once? I can set up whatevet you need. The Serenity Suites

are ready to go.' It wasn't unlike trying to take five cats to the

veterinadan, with lots of yowling and maybe a litde blood
drawn. She didnt enl1, Bobbl, his morning's task.

'Sure, yeah, tize're teadv for ya,' Sarah said. She looked

at tler, who was stating out at the water. He'd probab\,
never been on a ship before. They still had to cling the ele-

vators with photos, put down the tubber-mat photo floots
on Deck 3, hang the vinyl banners ftom Deck 6 to Deck

4, 6nish the stage on the lido deck, move the Quiz Show
props backstage at the theater. There was so much to do.

'I'm cr:ming down to the gangway now,' Sarah said. It
'was game time. The kid would follow het, and if he didn't,
they were still at the dock, and she could send him back

onto dry land and do everything herself.

II
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Just one minute,' she said, and the walkie-talkie crack-

led back as if in agreement.

The Fiore brothers looked most alike when they were

wearing theit Ray-Bans and baseball hats, which is also

when they looked the most like othet white men. Not
quite six feet, with brown hair and brown eyes. I(eith's
cheeks wete soft, the way Shawn'.s would have been if he

hadnt bought himself afacelift for his Efty-fifth birthday.

There was a tiny dot of dded blood on l(eitht neck where
he had nicked himself shavlng, and he fingered the spot

gendy.

'It's gonna be good, brother,' Shawn said, and clapped
Keith on the shouldet. 'I've got a gteat feeling about
this one.'

'Yeah? Yeah.' Kelth nodded. 'Talked to Scotty this
motning. Always good to have some Scotty time.' Keith
did love Scottv, but he could have seen Scotty somewhete

on the mainland. Keith had not wanted to come. He had

not wanted to come at all. It had taken all year to Psych
himself up for it again, and he felt the panic in his stomach

begin to bubble. 'You goflna come up to Jersey fot a few
days when we'te done? Be nice to have vou home.'

'If I can, man. But setiously, this is gonna be the best

one yet. \{/e're up two hundted Passengers ovet last time.'

Shawn wiggled his butt. It was like he could see I(eith's
worry and uras trying to deflate it with his ass. Keith
nodded - he was used to this kind of btush-off, but that
didn't make it easier to heat. Itwas hard to get Shawn to do

an)thing that didn't directly cotrespond with an agenda.

Keith didn't know how you could make a full ship fuller,

but Shawn had figuted out a wa1.. He always did, There was

the world outside Boy Talk and the world inside Boy Talk,

and sometimes the wodds sr

anlthing in common. Wete r
Boy Talli on any given day i

co+rse not. But the people wl
thought of them as often as

family members. I(eith couldr
fike a hallucination - how mu
the way they bought tickets ar

photos and made T-shirts a

media and how they conlinuer
like nothing had ever change

This yeat, so many people hz

the entire website had shudder

immediately taken to Instagra
full hours talking to fans via d
to book their cabins.

Thete had been a hiatus, T
decade and a half in between

and them getting back togeth
was pfesent for most of IIa
good that had done. Shau,n gr

ried. He owned six Papa Fior

fi1led with Boy Talk memorat
money into nightclubs and cr

rence grew a ponytail and got
to host a show about aliens. I.

his wife and daughter would le

empty rooms. He'd made a sol

ers had only pretended to like
get Shawn on the phone beca

ha$ always been true. There r
lust didnt 6x. like wandng r,
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you u/ere doing. I(eith had gone to AA meetings and to
thetapy, where he'd spent the last few yeam leatnlng how
to accept his life as it was rather than whatever it might

have been, that the band was both good and bad and so

was evetlthing else. He'd lJotten off the intetnet, whete

he had, in the old davs, occasionally looked at the photos

that fans sent him, which ftom time to time were of patts

of their bodies without clothes on. He'd invested in child-

hood ftiends' business ventutes that sometimes stayed

afloat. He sometimes stayed afloat.

Then there was Corey - Corey \(/est had taken off from
whatevet tenuous platform they had all been standing
on and rocketed upward, out of boy band jail and into
the Respectable Famous Person category, which in tutn
made the gtound beneath the rest of them crack, sending

them tumbling towatd the Eatth. Indie movies, superhero

movies, a cop show, albums that grown-ups listened to
without shame. He'd swaggeted in and out of trouble the

way only a person with charisma to butn could. A fattet-
ing mug shot was as good as being on the covet of Peopk

magazine, It somehow made the test of them seem less

famous, the more famous Corey got. No one thought he

would evet come back because they reptesented the squar-

est part of him, but who remembered gravity on the way

up? Corey had come back needing Boy Talkt sheen of
goodness; he'd needed the Talkers' forgiveness befote he

could eatn anyone else's. Shawn had loved that so much -
saving Corey, beautiful litde Cotey, his favorite punching
bag tutned party foil. And now that Core), was back, Keith
couldn't be the one to ruin it fot evetvone else.

They'd gotten bach together in zoo9. Scotty and Tet-

tence hadn't needed convincing They both had mortgages

and too many cars, and Terren
Cotey had been a dick, but h
thete was no bettet wa1, fot h
thought he should be. Thev v-i

off their synchtonized moves (

embarmssment, the are we rear

l(eith hadn't wanted to do rt.

like they really did, and Shas.n
it, and so how could Keith sr

pushed - this was for him, rr

It was fot theit mother, still alr

her boys onstage together. Sl
he had to turn, and aftet all, Ir
fotget his own name before he
Point to the left, point to the
thrust, It wasn't a comeback -
they said in interviews - becau
the same place they'd left, not e

and a gender one. And then. c

it turned out that l(eith actuaL

way, a part-time job. Thel rar

cruises and one-off shows for
all to Dubai ot Sitcon Yal1er-

rour buses, no new record., i

they wanted often enough to 
1

band, anyrvav? [t wasn\ a farru

his actual brother. It wasn't er-

a job. It was a relief not to har.
own, to have othet shoulders t

The cruise $/as the most I

Thete were certain parts of K
demic, though he never woulc
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